
1 Building a Weather-Ready Nation 

Welcome to Winter 2016-17! Well, not exactly. It isnôt officially  
winter until 4:44 AM CST (3:44 AM MST) on December 21st.  
However, we know winter weather could start at any time, and  
already has to some degree in western and north central Nebraska. 
Itôs time to prepare and become ñWeather-Readyò for the wintry  
hazards which lie ahead. All of us at the NWS hope you find this  
information packet helpful in the coming weeks and months. Remember, now is the time to  
prepare. Donôt wait until the last minute. Here are a few highlights of this yearôs Winter Weather 
Awareness campaign. 
 
The Upcoming Winter : The $64,000 question just about every NWS meteorologist hears this 
time of year is ñWhat will the winter be like?ò. The answer is ñto be determinedò, but the NWS 
does provide an outlook for the winter ahead and some reasoning to support the outlook. Itôs not 
an exact forecast by any means, but does give some insight into what conditions (colder, drier, 
etc.) may be most likely to occur in our region. Take a look at the winter outlook on pages 9 -10.  
 
What are the Chances ? Every forecast for rain or  
snow has a precipitation ñprobabilityò. The chance of  
precipitation ranges from 0% to 100%. This winter, the 
NWS will be issuing a ñprobabilistic snow amountò forecast 
for the counties served by the Omaha/Valley NWS office  
in eastern Nebraska.  It may change how you look at snow 
amounts.  Learn more about this product and how it may 
help decision makers plan on page 6.  
 
A Picture is Worth a Thousand Words : To that end, 
NWS Hastings has been taking part in an experimental  
Instagram project. Instagram is a photo sharing social  
media platform which has been around for years, but only 
recently has the NWS investigated its use by local NWS 
offices. Learn more about the Instagram experiment on 
page 4.  
 
Becoming ñWeather-Readyò: If you are not  
ñWeather-Readyò you should be, and sooner rather than 
later. As core partners of the NWS, you should set the  
example and make sure your business or organization is 
prepared for the upcoming winter and capable of being 
resilient in your operations in the face of whatever Mother 
Nature throws your way.   
 
Learn more about becoming ñWeather-Readyò at:   

 www.nws.noaa.gov/com/weatherreadynation  
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National Weather Service 
Offices Serving Nebraska 

Winter Weather Awareness Day - November 10, 2016 

West and North Central 
North Platte 

Panhandle 
Cheyenne, WY 

Extreme Southwest 
Goodland, KS 

South Central 
Hastings 

Far Northeast 
Sioux Falls, SD 

East 
Omaha/Valley 

6365 N. Osborne Drive West 
Hastings, NE 68901 

 
(402) 462-4287 

 
www.weather.gov/hastings  

6707 N. 288th Street 
Valley, NE 68064 

 
(402) 359-9443 

 
www.weather.gov/omaha  

26 Weather Lane 
Sioux Falls, SD 57104 

 
(605) 330-4247 

 
www.weather.gov/siouxfalls  

1301 Airport Parkway 
Cheyenne, WY 82001 

 
(307) 772-2468 

 
www.weather.gov/cheyenne 

5250 E. Lee Bird Drive 
North Platte, NE 69101 

 
(308) 532-4936 

 
www.weather.gov/northplatte  

920 Armory Road 
Goodland, KS 67735 

 
(785) 899-7119 

 
www.weather.gov/goodland  
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NOAA Weather Radio 
All-Hazards (NWR) 

Winter Weather Awareness Day - November 10, 2016 

 

 NOAA Weather Radio All Hazards is a nationwide network of radio stations broadcasting continuous 
weather information directly from the nearest National Weather Service office. NWR broadcasts official 
Weather Service warnings, watches, forecasts and other hazard information 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
 

 Working with the Federal Communication Commission's (FCC) Emergency Alert System, NWR is  
an "All Hazards" radio network, making it your single source for comprehensive weather and emergency  
information. In conjunction with Federal, State, and Local Emergency Managers and other public officials, 
NWR also broadcasts warning and post-event information for all types of hazards, including natural (such as 
tornadoes or floods), environmental (such as chemical releases or oil spills), and public safety (such as  
AMBER alerts or 911 Telephone outages).  
 

 Known as the "Voice of NOAA's National Weather Service," NWR is provided as a public service by the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). NWR includes 1000 transmitters, covering all 50 
states, adjacent coastal waters, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and the U.S. Pacific Territories. NWR  
requires a special radio receiver or scanner capable of picking up the signal. Broadcasts are found in the VHF 
public service band at these seven frequencies (MHz): 
 

 

 

Coverage information and SAME Codes for every county in Nebraska can be found at: 
  

www.weather.gov/nwr/Maps/PHP/NE.php  

162.400 162.425 162.450 162.475 162.500 162.525 162.550 

http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/wrh/nwspage.php
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/cgi-bin/nwsexit.pl?url=http://www.fcc.gov/
http://www.weather.gov/os/NWS_EAS.shtml
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr/nwrbro.htm
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr/nwrrcvr.htm
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National Weather Service 
Social Media 

Winter Weather Awareness Day - November 10, 2016 

New this year: Instagram! 

 

NWS Hastings joined Instagram this summer. This is a prototype 
effort to determine the utility of Instagram for the NWS and its 
customers.  Check us out, follow us and interact with us, then 
provide us feedback.   

    

  Follow us at          nwshastings 

NWS Cheyenne, WY 
 

@NWSCheyenne 
 

NWS North Platte, NE 
 

@NWSNorthPlatte 

NWS Goodland, KS 
 

@NWSGoodland 
 

NWS Hastings, NE 
 

@NWSHastings 

NWS Sioux Falls, SD 
 

@NWSSiouxFalls 
 

NWS Omaha, NE 
 

@NWSOmaha 

Facebook 

 

Each office in the NWS has a Facebook and Twitter account.  Find 
your local NWS office and follow them. Each office  
Facebook and Twitter account keeps you informed 
and up-to-date with the latest forecasts, watches 
and warnings for your local area. Be a part of the 

process, we always need ground truth reports and we love to see 
your pictures. Comment on our Facebook posts, or send us a 
tweet with your information, report or question and we will respond 
to it as we can.   

Twitter 

Have you found us on your favorite Social Media Platform? Have you found us on your favorite Social Media Platform?   
Did you realize that your local NWS office is on Social Media?  Do you have a  
Facebook page or a Twitter account?  Find us, follow us for the latest weather  
information, climate facts, and other fun science or office information.   

Follow your local office on Twitter at:  
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Watch, Warning or Advisory? 
A Push For Hazard Simplification 
Winter Weather Awareness Day - November 10, 2016 

 

Did you know the National Weather Service (NWS) has 123 different Hazard or Emergency  
Services Products which can be issued, with over 100 different colors used to represent the  
information on the NWS national webpage (weather.gov)? That is a lot of weather information to 
understand and still maintain a consistent and resonant message with those who may be impacted 
by hazardous weather. Is it possible to message the information in a simpler and more  
understandable method? 
 
With this in mind, the NWS is soliciting your help with ñHazard Simplificationò. Hazard Simplification 
is an attempt to simplify or make it easier for users of NWS watch, warning and advisory information 
to understand, interpret and use the information for making important weather -related decisions. 
There are many good aspects of the current system and any new ideas will be weighed carefully.  
However, social science research has shown the current system can evolve and be improved upon 
to help everyone understand the hazards, become ñWeather-Readyò and be resilient in the face of 
hazardous weather conditions.  
 
Where do you come in? Your feedback is important in shaping the future of  
hazardous weather messaging. The NWS has created a website to explain the 
Hazard Simplification concept, and give you an opportunity to comment: 
www.weather.gov/hazardsimplification . At this website, you will be able to 
view some options for ñrepairingò the current system, or making larger changes 
which could ñrevampò the current system. There are reference materials for  
information about past Hazard Simplification projects and examples of potential changes.  
 
Finally, there are surveys on the website which give everyone a chance to comment on various  
aspects for Hazard Simplification. One such survey provides the opportunity to give feedback on 
some Optional Hazard Maps. Surveys about flood and winter weather related simplification will come 
soon. You will also see prototype demonstrations of Hazard Simplification for which you can provide 
feedback in the near future.  
 
We hope you will take a few minutes to learn about ñHazard Simplificationò and help shape the  
future the NWS messaging of future hazardous weather related events.  

http://www.weather.gov/hazardsimplification/
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Probabilistic Snow Experiment 
ñRange of Possibilitiesò 

Winter Weather Awareness Day - November 10, 2016 

 The ñProbabilistic Snow Experimentò will have around 50 National Weather Service Forecast 
Offices around the country participating.  As one of these 50 offices, NWS Omaha/Valley will provide 
snow forecasts that will communicate a range of snowfall possibilities and confidence along with our 
usual complement of snowfall graphics. 
 
Forecasting snowfall amounts is challenging and inherently laden with uncertainties of the strength 
of the system, the forecast track, rain, snow or a mix, ground temperatures, and snowfall duration.  
Providing a range of possibilities will allow people to make better plans and decisions.  
 
What is it?  
�x�� An improved way to forecast snow  
�x�� Range of possibilities; including the minimum, most likely, and the maximum  
�x�� Combination of forecaster skill and 70+ U.S. and international weather models  
�x�� Range of possibilities for snow accumulation at a specific point  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
   Webpage:  www.weather.gov/oax/winter  (starts this winter)  


